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7% Co-Op Planning Guide & Group Finder

Alternative Learning Paths

Connect, Collaborate, and Celebrate Learning
Together

Homeschooling doesn’t have to be a solo journey. For children who thrive in community, co-ops
and learning pods turn education into a shared adventure. Imagine a space where parents swap
teaching roles, kids explore hands-on projects together, and everyone benefits from support,
enrichment, and lasting friendships.

Whether you're joining an existing group or creating your own, this guide helps you plan,
organize, and connect with like-minded families. From weekly meetups to nature-based pods,
discover how collaboration can amplify learning, lighten the load, and make homeschooling an
experience your whole family enjoys. 4f

Why Join (or Start) a Homeschool Co-Op?

Co-ops and learning pods provide:

° Shared Teaching: Rotate subjects among parents with expertise



(74 Community Support: Build relationships, swap ideas, and navigate challenges
{74 Enrichment Opportunities: Offer classes like art, science labs, field trips, or music

{74 Consistent Friendships: Help kids build lasting bonds in safe, values-aligned
environments

{4 Flexible Formats: Weekly meetups, semester classes, or year-round collaboration

“.. Co-Op Planning Checklist (If You're Starting One)

1. < Define Your Mission

Faith-based or secular?
Academic-focused, social, or experiential learning?

Weekly, monthly, or seasonal meetups?

1)
"

Gather Like-Minded Families

Use local Facebook groups, community centers, or homeschool directories

Ask about availability, teaching interests, and shared values

3. &= Choose Your Format

Parent-led rotating classes
Outdoor play and nature walks
Project-based learning pods

Hybrid with tutors or online resources



4. | Structure the Day (Sample Weekly Format)
Time Activity
10:00 AM  Morning Circle & Read-Aloud
10:30 AM  Hands-On Science or Art
11:30 AM  Snack & Outdoor Free Play
12:00 PM Rotating Enrichment (Music, Spanish, etc.)

1:00 PM  Wrap-up & Family Announcements

5. / Establish Agreements

e Code of conduct
e Attendance and communication expectations
e Supplies or space-sharing

e Budget (if any)

<, Find a Co-Op or Learning Pod Near You

Use these websites to locate an existing group—or spark connections:
? Nationwide Directories

e Homeschool Co-op Directory — Search by state or zip code
e HSLDA Group Finder — Filter by faith-based or general support
e Wild + Free Group Map — For nature-based community groups

e Forest School Finder — Nature preschools & forest schools


https://www.homeschoolcoopdirectory.com/
https://hslda.org/groups
https://wildandfree.org/community/
https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/

e Pods by Prenda — Microschools and learning pods

i4 Real-Life Co-Op Inspiration

V2 Wild Roots Nature Pod — Asheville, NC
A weekly outdoor gathering with rotating parent-led storytelling, nature crafts, and
journaling.

o Grace Homeschool Collective — Dallas, TX
Faith-based, hybrid format with shared curriculum, group worship, and elective classes.

e ) STEAM Saturdays Co-Op — Detroit, Ml
Parents with science backgrounds teach monthly STEM labs, supported by local
museum outings.

e &, Creative Explorers Pod — Oakland, CA
Project-based and arts-focused, co-led by teaching artists and parent volunteers.

@ Tips for Finding “Your People”
e Ask in local Facebook groups, library boards, and homeschool co-op events
e Attend a few trial days before committing
e Look for shared values, parenting styles, and communication approaches

e Don't be afraid to start small—3-5 families can build something magical

Help us improve our resources — |leave feedback!



https://www.prenda.com/pods
https://bzjba1cw2jb.typeform.com/to/Txcpf9J6
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